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A face bead is offered for sale in a popular
online auction house.

An attentive archaeologist acquires the
piece from the user “Karthago”.

Case 4
The pearl

The ad indicates Genoa as the place of ori-
gin.

Starting clue 1
The object is said to date from the 3rd
century AD.

Starting clue 2
The object is for sale for 225 euros.
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The object is a face bead that was once
made in the Phoenician Empire.

University 1
Phoenician face beads were made from
600 to 500 BC.

University 2
The pearl has a drilled hole –which is un-
usual.

University 3
The sales platform states that the adwent
live onMay 20, 2021 at 16:38.

Archive 1
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In a review of auction catalogs from last
year, comparable pieces are on sale for
2,000 to 3,000 euros.

Archive 2
There was previously an ad with exactly
the same photos on the platform. The ad
offered the object as a “replica from Indo-
nesia” at a significantly lower price.

Archive 3
The IP address of the user leads to a retire-
ment home in Rüsselsheim.

Police 1
The payment service provider of the sales
platform releases the user’s bank details.

Police 2
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The bank releases the name of the ac-
count holder on request: Mr. Martin Har-
denberg.

Police 3
The JPG of the original images contains
GPS data:

49.997336631572765, 8.40043807153001

Laboratory 1
The object is glazed with a varnish ba-
sed on cellulose nitrate.

Laboratory 2
The glass was colored with cobalt (II) oxi-
de. It does not contain arsenic – this was
not possible in ancient times.

Laboratory 3
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Prof. Hardenberg’s grandson is the only
one who visits every Thursday.

Extern 1
In the pictures on the flyer for the resi-
dence, almost all the old ladies are wea-
ring Phoenician pearl necklaces.

Extern 2
On an Asian manufacturer’s site for
handmade products, there are products
for sale from a manufacturer in Bandung.
Glass face beads of the same type as the
object aremade there.

Extern 3
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Access location

With the IP address, the date and
the time, the place fromwhich the
ad was submitted can be identi-
fied.

Timeframe

A rough classification of the age of
the pearl based on its external cha-
racteristics.


